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Our Facebook Group is a growing community. If 
you’re looking for ideas and suggestions for using 

this resource, you can request to join here:  
fb.com/groups/illustratedmin

Thank you for purchasing Storytelling with Shapes: Holy Week. This resource has been created to engage with 
the stories of Holy Week (the events that occurred during the last week of Jesus’ life) in a new and tangible way. 
Because of the varying degrees of difficulties in the puzzles, Storytelling with Shapes: Holy Week can be used 
by many age groups, children, youth (6th–12th grade), and even during intergenerational events.

Storytelling with Shapes: Holy Week uses seven individual shapes (tans). When these tans are combined, 
they create larger shapes (tangrams), helping participants imagine the story. An ancient Chinese story tells the 
legend of tangrams about a wise sage who, on his journey to bring a square sheet of glass to the king, fell, 
and the glass broke. When the sage presented the pieces to the king, he restructured them to form images that 
helped to tell of his journey. The king loved this way of storytelling and recreated the shapes out of wood. And 
that’s how tangrams were invented!

Participants using this resource will also tell of a journey, Jesus’ journey through Holy Week. For each of these 
events—Jesus’ triumphant entry on Palm Sunday, the Last Supper Jesus had with the disciples on Maundy Thursday, 
the events surrounding Jesus’ death on Good Friday, the questions and heartbreak Jesus’ followers faced on 
Holy Saturday, and the surprising, good news of Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Sunday–we’ve paraphrased the 
related scripture and created a mini-story for you.  

Storytelling with Shapes: Holy Week includes two versions of the five mini-stories, allowing participants of all 
ages to join the storytelling fun:

Shape & Story (this PDF): Each mini-story contains one tangram, with two options available.

Storytelling Cards: Each mini-story contains three tangrams, each with two options available. An included 
leader guide helps lead participants through the storytelling process, providing instructions on when to 
create the shapes as the story unfolds.

Each section (Shape & Story and Storytelling Cards) includes a QR code to an instructional video for using that 
portion of the resource.

We hope this new way of telling, hearing, and shaping these Holy Week stories will allow for a deeper 
understanding of the events of Holy Week as we piece together how they fit into our lives today.

As always, we love to see photos and hear stories about your use of our resources. When you post photos or 
comments online, please use the hashtag #illustratedministry or tag us @illustratedmin in the photos so we can 
see them. That allows us to be part of the conversation and you to be part of our online community. 

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE

Facebook: fb.com/illustratedmin
Instagram: instagram.com/illustratedmin

TikTok: tiktok.com/@illustratedmin
Threads: threads.net/@illustratedmin
Pinterest: pinterest.com/illustratedmin
YouTube: youtube.com/illustratedmin

S T O R Y T E L L I N G  W I T H

H O L Y  W E E K

http://fb.com/groups/illustratedmin
https://www.fb.com/illustratedmin
https://www.instagram.com/illustratedmin
https://www.pinterest.com/illustratedmin
https://www.youtube.com/illustratedmin
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BEST PRACTICES FOR SHARING ILLUSTRATED 
MINISTRY’S RESOURCES

We make our products available digitally because our customers find this to be the most efficient way to receive 
them. In order for Illustrated Ministry to continue producing the quality products you know and love, we ask 
for your care and respect when sharing your digital purchases. Detailed information about your license can be 
found on the copyright page.

We’ve found there are three good ways to share our files with your community:

Email: Depending on the size of your congregation, we encourage you to email files to those who want to use 
the resource. Another option is to put an announcement in your bulletin, asking those interested in receiving the 
files to email the person with access to the resource.

Note: Please do not include attachments or links to download our files or videos in any emails/newsletters 
that are posted publicly online with services like Mailchimp, Constant Contact, etc. Links of this nature are 
searchable by Google, and the files can quickly become accessible to the general public.

Posting Online: We do not want the general public to have access to our products free of charge. We discourage 
posting our files online because they become easily accessible through Google searches. However, one option 
is to put the files on a password-protected page of your website, or use a private Facebook Group. Please 
remember to take the files down after you’ve finished using them.

Note: Please do not post the password in a bulletin or newsletter that is posted publicly online.
Print: Most congregations who purchase our digital files choose to print out the materials. Printing the materials 
is probably the easiest way to share the resources with your community.

Thanks for understanding, and we appreciate your support! 

Illustrated Ministry
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